
HOT WEATHER SAFETY TIP 
Most well-meaning parents have done it. On a hectic day of running errands with children in tow, we have left the kids in the car "just for a minute" 

while running into the drycleaners, convenience mart or dropping another child off at school.

NEVER LEAVE YOUR CHILDREN UNATTENDED 
IN A CAR!

From 1996 through 2000, more than 130 children– most of 
them ages 3 and younger – died from heat
stroke after being trapped in a car.  Heat is
much more dangerous to children than it is to adults. On a 
warm, sunny day, even at temperatures as mild as 60 
degrees Fahrenheit, a closed vehicle can heat up to 
dangerous levels in minutes, and children left in this 
environment can face serious injury or even death. 
Because heat affects children more quickly and severely 
than adults, they are especially vulnerable 
When left in a hot vehicle, a young child’s core body 
temperature can increase three to five times faster than 
that of an adult causing permanent injury or death.  Heat 
rapidly overwhelms the body’s ability to regulate 
temperature. In a closed environment, the body can go into 
shock and circulation to vital organs will begin to fail. 

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFEKEEPING CHILDREN SAFE
The Consequences of Unattended Children...
• Hyperthermia or heat stroke, resulting in brain damage.
• Emotional Trauma.
• Trunk Entrapment.
• Carbon monoxide poisoning.
• Runaway vehicle resulting in property damage and      

injuries.
• Self-release from car seats resulting in harm.
• Abduction from vehicle.
• Carjacking while in vehicle.
• Death of child and/or others.
• Irreparable damage to family and friends of children 

involved in these kinds of accidents. 

SB 255 Unattended child in motor vehicle act 
California vehicle code sections 15620, 15630, 
1563215620
(a) A parent, legal guardian, or other person 

responsible for a child who is 6 years of age or 
younger may not leave that
child inside a motor vehicle without being 

subject to the supervision
of a person who is 12 years of age or older, 

under either of the 
following circumstances:

(1) Where there are conditions that present a 
significant risk to the child's health or safety.

(2) When the vehicle’s engine is running or 
the vehicle's keys are in the ignition, or both.

“KAITLYN’S LAW”

GM says at least 120 children have died in 
overheated vehicles in the past 5 years. The 
Humane Society says the number of pets 
that die the same way is far greater. What 
GM has developed is a new system
that uses radar  to detect motion and 
temperature. GM says it is sensitive enough 
to locate a sleeping baby. If the temperature 
gets to a danger point, the horn will start 
honking to alert passers-by. If the car is 
equipped with GM's OnStar system, an 
OnStar technician will be notified and can 
call the police. This system is due by 2004 
at the latest,.

A Safe Kids poll last year showed that 
10% of parents think it's OK to leave 
an unattended child in a locked car; 
20% of parents age 18-24 think it's 
OK. Half of parents polled don't keep 
their cars locked at home, leaving 
open the possibility young kids will 
play in a parked car.


